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asymmetric strategic tie. On the one hand, there is no doubt that in the 

/6%%#"$78$9:;<$4)%)/$/688#"#3$).$#.7"%76/$%&'&()"*$0'71$).3$8)&'#3$(7$

achieve both its stated demands and its strategic goals. On the other hand, 
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East; it reasserted its ethos of “heroic resistance” through armed struggle 
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caches nor accepts restrictions on future arms buildup. In the short run, 
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Given this outcome, Israel’s strategic thinking ought to focus on how to 
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must presume will ultimately arrive. 
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@&.&/(#"D$M7.#(!#'#//?$).3$#5#.$&8$2/")#'$3&3$.7($&.&(&)(#$(!#$A-!(&.-$).3$1)/$

3")--#3$&.(7$&(?$&($/!76'3$!)5#$'#5#")-#3$4)%)/J$3#(#"%&.)(&7.$(7$+7.(&.6#$

the battle in order to better achieve its strategic objective.

The way in which the campaign was conducted countered Israel’s 

traditional security concept, which is based on deterrence, early warning, 

and decision. Israel’s overwhelming military power and the results of the 
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victory. Clearly, it is not possible to apply the traditional security concept 
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fundamental frame of reference for the Israeli defense leadership. The IDF 

must strive to develop an operational concept that allows implementation 

of strategic objectives and conforms as much as possible to the State of 

Israel’s current security concept. 

Only the defense pillar of the current security concept (which was added 

at the recommendation of the Meridor Committee in 2005-6) functioned 

),,"7,"&)(#'*$36"&.-$F,#")(&7.$C"7(#+(&5#$G3-#D$471#5#"?$(!#$!&-!'*$

successful performance of Israel’s defensive arrays allowed and brought 

about an estrangement from other very important elements of the traditional 

security concept: a short campaign, a clear victory, and the transfer of the 

A-!(&.-$(7$#.#%*$(#""&(7"*D$2.$)33&(&7.?$0#+)6/#$78$/("#.-(!#.#3$3#8#./#/?$

many classic principles of war were disregarded: taking the initiative and 

going on the offensive; surprise and deception; concentration of effort; 

throwing the enemy off balance; and continuity of assault.

On the other hand, there is much logic to the claim that a campaign 

such as Protective Edge should not be examined on the basis of the IDF’s 

(")3&(&7.)'$/#+6"&(*$+7.+#,($7"$,"&.+&,'#/$78$1)"D$2($&/$5#"*$3&8A+6'($(7$3#(#"$
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campaigns. For example, if one were to compare Operation Protective Edge 

(7$(!#$+!)''#.-&.-$A"/($(!"##$*#)"/$78$(!#$/#+7.3$&.(&8)3)$).3$(!#$1)5#/$78$

suicide bombings that killed hundreds of soldiers and civilians in Israel, 

Protective Edge presents as a short campaign with reasonable costs. Even 

the United States, the greatest military power in the world, was unable to 

)+!&#5#$)$3#+&/&5#$5&+(7"*$)-)&./($(!#$ )'&0).$&.$P8-!).&/().?$3#8#)($)'ST)#3)$

in the global war on terror, or eradicate Sunni and Shiite terrorism in Iraq 

over the course of a decade. With those military experiences as reference 

point, Israel’s performance in Protective Edge is above par, notably when 

considering the fact that its main cities and population centers were targeted 

0*$"7+B#($A"#$(!"76-!76($(!#$+)%,)&-.D
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This article discusses the tension between the need to preserve Israel’s 

classic security concept while addressing the ever-changing characteristics 

of contemporary war. In this case, a war was waged against a low signature, 

semi-state organization that hides behind its civilians on the one hand, and 

!)/$/()(#$"#/,7./&0&'&(*$).3$/&-.&A+).($%&'&()"*$+),)0&'&(&#/$7.$(!#$7(!#"D
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(#""7"&/($7"-).&R)(&7.$.7"$&($&/$)$.7"%)'$/()(#D$2($8)''/$6.3#"$)$.#1$3#A.&(&7.$

78$)$!*0"&3$7"-).&R)(&7.$(!)($&.+'63#/$#'#%#.(/$78$(!#$(17$+7.A-6")(&7./D$
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war against non-state terrorist organizations. Many of the principles of 

1)"$"#%)&.$5)'&3$87"$)$1)"$)-)&./($).$7"-).&R)(&7.$78$(!&/$(*,#D$471#5#"?$

the main challenge is to identify the right elements of the battle against a 

hybrid threat and to prepare military solutions that will gain the following 

objectives: a clear political advantage in the arrangements subsequent to 

(!#$0)(('#V$/&-.&A+).('*$#.!).+#3$3#(#""#.+#V$)$/!7"(#"$+)%,)&-.$36")(&7.V$

reduced costs; minimized damage to Israel’s international standing; and the 

absence of escalation on Israel’s other borders. 

From Israel’s perspective, some of the negative aspects of the recent 

campaign stemmed, paradoxically, from the relative success of Operation 

C&'')"$78$=#8#./#$&.$9:;9D$2($&/$+7%%7.,')+#$(!)($).*7.#$1!7$1&./$)$0)(('#$

and rests on his laurels has less motivation to learn, investigate, and prepare 

()+(&+)'$).3$37+("&.)'$/7'6(&7./$87"$(!#$.#E($"76.3D$W688#"&.-$/&-.&A+).($

0'71/?$&($),,#)"/$(!)($4)%)/$'#)".#3$(!#$'#//7./$78$F,#")(&7.$X)/($Q#)3$).3$

Operation Pillar of Defense well, and prepared strategic tools and tactical 

solutions to neutralize Israel’s advantages as those manifest in previous 

campaigns, mainly in intelligence and precision strike capabilities. In an 

2MWW$%#%7").36%$,60'&/!#3$&.$=#+#%0#"$9:;9$87''71&.-$F,#")(&7.$

Pillar of Defense, I wrote about the need to investigate and study a dozen 

key issues, including the failure to address the other side’s arms buildup 

&.$(!#$,7/(S+7.N&+($/#(('#%#.(V$(!#$.##3$87"$)$3##,#"$6.3#"/().3&.-$78$(!#$

)/*%%#("*$0#(1##.$(!#$(17$/&3#/J$70Y#+(&5#/$).3$(!#&"$"#/,#+(&5#$3#A.&(&7./$

of victory; and the formulation of concrete military responses to address 

this asymmetry.
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Even if the IDF and the State of Israel believe that they won 

the battle, it is important that Israel conduct an investigation 

&.(7$(!#$#&-!($3)*/$78$A-!(&.-$[F,#")(&7.$C&'')"$78$=#8#./#\D$

This would be an investigation rather than an inquiry: an 

investigation seeks information on how to conduct the next battle 

more effectively, whereas an inquiry seeks to discover who is 

at fault, and who can be blamed for past actions. The political 

echelon can appoint its own internal Winograd commission, 

without public or media pressure and without the expectation 

(!)($!#)3/$1&''$"7''$7"$(!)($)$/#.&7"$,7'&(&+)'$7"$%&'&()"*$A-6"#$

1&''$0#$"#%75#3$8"7%$78A+#D$ !#$+!&#8$78$/()88$+).$)'/7$),,7&.($

a group of senior reservists to examine the systemic, strategic, 

operative, and logistical questions connected to the campaign.

P,,)"#.('*?$(!&/$"#+7%%#.3)(&7.$1)/$.7($)37,(#3?$,#"!),/$#E,')&.&.-$,)"($

of the problematic choice of strategic objectives and the operating concepts 

chosen for their implementation throughout Operation Protective Edge.

What follows are ten questions and topics for investigation to be explored 

in depth, this time in the wake of Operation Protective Edge. It would be 

best to probe these issues and questions in the appropriate forums in the 

General Staff, the Ministry of Defense, and the cabinet, and to provide a 

strategic, tactical, and operational response through a current and relevant 

security concept, a matching operational concept, and suitable force buildup 

and directives on the use of force.

;D$  !"#$%&'()#*+"(&%,'+"#,-(#(+(./0%#&',!1+')(#'+"#"(2!%!1+#.'3!+4#

process correctly?

It is impossible to formulate a strategic objective without an in-depth 

6.3#"/().3&.-$78$(!#$)35#"/)"*D$P$,"78#//&7.)'$3#0"&#A.-$,"7+#//$/!76'3$0#$

conducted with the goal of improving Israel’s understanding of the rationale 

6.3#"'*&.-$4)%)/J$3#+&/&7./$).3$(!#$%)..#"$&.$1!&+!$&($%)3#$(!#%D$ !&/$&/$

the only way through which Israel might understand why it had no strategic 

warning that the deterrence achieved in Pillar of Defense eroded to a point of 

"#.#1#3$!7/(&'&(&#/$&.$(!#$/6%%#"$78$9:;<D$2($176'3$),,#)"$(!)($(!#"#$1)/$)$

8)&'6"#$(7$&.(#".)'&R#$(!#$"#)'&R)(&7.$(!)($4)%)/$!)3$-&5#.$6,$7.$)$4)%)/S"6.$

2/')%&+$/()(#$&.$U)R)$0#+)6/#$78$&(/$3&8A+6'($,7'&(&+)'$).3$A.).+&)'$/&(6)(&7.$

following the change of regime in Egypt. The fact that the “keys to Gaza” 

were handed to the Palestinian unity government increased the attractiveness 
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78$(!#$%&'&()"*$7,(&7.$87"$4)%)/?$).3$(!#$/&-.&A+).+#$78$(!#$%&'&()"*$1&.-$

+7%%).3#"/$&.+"#)/#3$&.$+7.(")/($(7$4)%)/J$,7'&(&+)'$'#)3#"/!&,$&.$U)R)?$
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to enter into battle is correct, why, nonetheless, was it dragged into one? In 

)33&(&7.?$&($%6/($0#$6.3#"/(773$1!*$4)%)/$"#,#)(#3'*$"#86/#3$(7$)++#,($(!#$

+#)/#A"#$,"7,7/)'/$).3$1!*$&($5&7')(#3$(!#%D$P8(#"$)''?$).$7"-).&R)(&7.$(!)($

!)3$0##.$3#(#""#3$).3$1)/$.7($&.(#"#/(#3$&.$A-!(&.-$176'3$0#$#E,#+(#3$(7$

)++#,($)$+#)/#A"#$)($).$#)"'*$/()-#$78$(!#$+)%,)&-.?$1!#"#)/$4)%)/$)-"##3$

to a truce only after seven weeks of combat.

2. Were the goals of the campaign correct? Were they too limited at the 

outset and unrealistic later on?

Initially, Operation Protective Edge had three modest objectives: restore 

]6&#($(7$(!#$/76(!V$"#/(7"#$3#(#""#.+#V$).3$/("&B#$)$!)"3$0'71$)-)&./($4)%)/D$

In fact, these three goals constituted different dimensions of the same 

70Y#+(&5#Z$7.'*$&8$4)%)/$1#"#$!&($/68A+&#.('*$!)"3$176'3$&($0#$3#(#""#3$

8"7%$86"(!#"$A-!(&.-?$).3$(!6/$]6&#($176'3$0#$"#/(7"#3$&.$(!#$/76(!D$ !&/$

-7)'$1)/$.7($)+!&#5#3$&.$/&E$1##B/$78$A-!(&.-$).3$(!76/).3/$78$,"#+&/&7.$

)(()+B/$)-)&./($4)%)/$()"-#(/D$F.'*$&.$(!#$/#5#.(!$1##B?$1!#.$(!#$!#)3/$

78$(!#$%&'&()"*$1&.-$78$4)%)/$1#"#$()"-#(#3$/6++#//86''*$).3$%6'(&S/(7"*$

06&'3&.-/$&.$U)R)$1#"#$/("6+B?$1)/$4)%)/$!&($!)"3$#.76-!$(7$0#$3#(#""#3?$

and thereupon quiet was restored. The question of whether these objectives 

+76'3$!)5#$0##.$)+!&#5#3$&.$(!#$A"/($7"$/#+7.3$1##B$78$(!#$+)%,)&-.$&/$7.#$

Israel needs to probe thoroughly.

P$/60/#]6#.($-7)'$1)/$(7$3#/("7*$4)%)/J$788#./&5#$(6..#'/?$).3$&.$(!&/$

the IDF was very successful. The question here is why this objective was 

.7($3#A.#3$)($).$#)"'&#"$/()-#?$)/$/77.$)/$(!#$+)%,)&-.$0#-).D$P.7(!#"$-7)'?$

demilitarizing Gaza, was added to the list of objectives halfway through the 

operation. This is an important, worthwhile, and ambitious goal, but the way 

in which the operation developed did not support it. There was absolutely 

.7$+!).+#$(!)($4)%)/$176'3$57'6.()"&'*$3&/)"%D$M#&(!#"$G-*,($.7"$MP F$

^$'#($)'7.#$(!#$C)'#/(&.&).$P6(!7"&(*$^$176'3$0#$,"#,)"#3$(7$6.3#"()B#$)$

process that the IDF itself was not prepared to carry out. It would have been 

appropriate to set a more realistic goal for the political settlement stage, 

.)%#'*?$,"#5#.(&.-$4)%)/$8"7%$6.3#"()B&.-$)$%&'&()"*$06&'36,$)8(#"$(!#$

+7.N&+(D$ !#$+7""#+($),,"7)+!$176'3$!)5#$0##.$(7$)-"##$7.$(!&/$.7($1&(!$

4)%)/?$06($1&(!$2/")#'J/$)''&#/?$G-*,($).3$(!#$_.&(#3$W()(#/?$).3$(7$87+6/$
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in the agreement on preventing smuggling into the Gaza Strip and on the 

legitimacy of action against rocket and launch sites and production facilities, 

and against the digging of new offensive tunnels in Gaza.

3. Was the paradigm of maintaining Hamas as the sovereign correct?

In Israel’s defense and political community in recent years, a basic assumption 

!)/$()B#.$!7'3$(!)($B##,&.-$4)%)/$)/$(!#$/75#"#&-.$,71#"$&.$U)R)$&/$).$

2/")#'&$&.(#"#/($0#+)6/#$4)%)/$/#"5#/$)/$)$"#/,7./&0'#$"6'&.-$,71#"$(!)($+).$

also be deterred. This assumption was strengthened by the relative quiet 

0#(1##.$2/")#'$).3$4)%)/$87''71&.-$F,#")(&7.$C&'')"$78$=#8#./#?$)8(#"$4)%)/$

effectively enforced its rule in the entire area while preventing Islamic Jihad, 

the Popular Resistance Committees, and other armed groups from carrying 

76($7,#")(&7./$)-)&./($2/")#'D$2/")#'$1)/$+7.+#".#3$(!)($1&(!76($4)%)/?$)$

political vacuum would be created in Gaza that would serve as fertile ground 

for even more dangerous activity or a failed state, as occurred in Somalia 

).3$Q&0*)D$ !&/$,)")3&-%$'#3$(7$)$'&%&(#3?$-")36)'?$).3$&.#88#+(&5#$6/#$78$

force that was contrary to the principles of war and the important objective 

78$/!7"(#.&.-$(!#$36")(&7.$78$(!#$+7.N&+(D

This problematic paradigm should have been examined for the following 

"#)/7./Z$̀ )a$4)%)/?$1&(!$(!#$!#',$78$2").&).$).3$T)()"&$/6,,7"(?$!)/$,"75#.$

that it is a danger to Israel’s security, and that it is capable of establishing a 

rocket and tunnel arsenal that posed a strategic threat to the State of Israel. 

 !#$/60/(&(6(#$87"$4)%)/$^$)$+7''#+(&7.$78$7"-).&R)(&7./$(!)($176'3$A-!($

each other – lacks the ability to create strategic threats on the scale of those 

4)%)/$+"#)(#3$87"$2/")#'D$`0a$W&.+#$(!#$W*"&).$/()(#$3&/&.(#-")(#3?$/&%&')"$

concerns have arisen about the danger of a lack of a central government on 

Israel’s northeastern border, but thus far, this threat has not materialized. The 

situation on the Israeli-Syrian border is relatively stable and the assessments 

about waves of jihadists coming to attack Israel have not materialized. 

`+a$W&.+#$4)%)/$B.71/$&.$)35).+#$(!)($2/")#'$1&''$.7($)''71$&($(7$8)''?$&($

operates and attacks Israel with a certain immunity, which weakens Israel’s 

,7/&(&7.$07(!$%&'&()"&'*$).3$,7'&(&+)''*D$`3a$P$-"#)('*$1#)B#.#3$4)%)/$&/$)$

condition for an arrangement advantageous to Israel and for the possibility 

78$#88#+(&5#'*$0"&.-&.-$(!#$CP$0)+B$(7$U)R)D$F.'*$&8$2/")#'$!)3$/("6+B$4)%)/$

1!&'#$'&0#")(&.-$&(/#'8$8"7%$+7.+#".$87"$(!#$-"76,J/$/6"5&5)'$+76'3$4)%)/$

!)5#$0##.$/68A+&#.('*$1#)B#.#3$(7$)''71$87"$)$-773$,7'&(&+)'$)"").-#%#.($

after the operation.



  Conclusion: The Strategic Balance of Operation Protective Edge  I  205

<D$ 516#%-1*)"#7!2,1&/#8(#"(9+(":#;-',#!%#,-(#'<<&1<&!',(#21+2(<,#6-(+#

“victory” and “defeat” appear less relevant?

In the past, victory in a war was clear: conquest of enemy territory and 

destruction of the enemy’s army. In Operation Protective Edge, neither side 

achieved victory in this sense, yet both sides claimed victory at the end of 

the campaign. On the one hand, there is no doubt that Israel was victorious 

militarily and accomplished most of the modest objectives it had set for 

&(/#'8D$@7"#75#"?$2/")#'$3#.&#3$4)%)/$)+!&#5#%#.(/$8"7%$(!#$(17$/(")(#-&+$

military capabilities it had built since Operation Pillar of Defense: long 

range rockets, which, thanks to the Iron Dome system, were of minimal 

effectiveness, and offensive tunnels, which were destroyed by the IDF. On 

(!#$7(!#"$!).3?$4)%)/$(77$!)/$)$5&+(7"*$.)"")(&5#$(!)($&/$0)/#3$7.$!)5&.-$

/6++#//86''*$+7,#3$1&(!$(!#$/("7.-#/($)"%*$&.$(!#$@&33'#$G)/(?$A"#3$"7+B#(/$

for 50 days at most of Israel’s territory, pushed the IDF back to the Gaza 

border, harmed Israel’s economy, caused the closure of Israel’s airport, 

and emptied Israeli communities near Gaza of most of their residents. 

4)%)/$)'/7$/!71#3$(!#$C)'#/(&.&).$,#7,'#$(!)($(!#$)"%#3$"#/&/().+#$1)/$

not defeated, that it retained its weapons, and that its path is preferable to 

Fatah’s political path.

b&+(7"*$&.$)$+7.(#%,7")"*$!*0"&3$0)(('#$&/$)+!&#5#3$')"-#'*$7.$(!#$'#5#'$

of perceived perceptions, and in order to amass accomplishments on this 

level, force should be used in ways that achieve the necessary effect even 

6.3#"$(!#$'&%&()(&7./$78$)/*%%#("&+$+7.N&+(D$_/&.-$87"+#$&.$)$+"#)(&5#$

and surprising way, beyond the enemy’s expectations, while effectively 

incorporating diplomacy and skillfully leveraging the issue in the media can 

+"#)(#$).$#88#+($78$5&+(7"*$#5#.$&.$(!#$%73#".$0)(('#A#'3$)-)&./($)$!*0"&3$

enemy that combines the low signature of a terrorist organization with state 

"#/,7./&0&'&(*$).3$)$/()(#$+7.A-6")(&7.D$P.$6.#]6&57+)'$%&'&()"*$)+!&#5#%#.($

creates conditions for accomplishing political objectives.

It is too early to judge who won in the political arena. This can be assessed 

7.'*$1!#.$1#$/(63*$(!#$)"").-#%#.($(!)($!)/$/(&''$.7($0##.$+7.+'63#3D$P.3$&8$

no formal arrangement is reached, it can be judged by the actual arrangement: 

Will deterrence be achieved and will there be quiet? For how long? Will 

4)%)/$"#(6".$(7$)$%&'&()"*$06&'36,c$I!)($1&''$0#$(!#$76(+7%#$78$(!#$+)%,)&-.$

8"7%$(!#$0"7)3#"$,#"/,#+(&5#$78$2/")#'&SC)'#/(&.&).$"#')(&7./c$471$1&''$&($

&.N6#.+#$,7(#.(&)'$86(6"#$)"#.)/$78$+7%0)($)/$2/")#'J/$&.(#".)(&7.)'$/().3&.-c
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5. Was it possible to formulate a “third strategy”? 

The public, media, and political discourse in Israel debated two strategies: 

1!#(!#"$(!#$-7)'$1)/$(7$/("&5#$87"$)$+#)/#A"#$&.$U)R)$^$(!#$,7/&(&7.$()B#.$

by the Prime Minister and the Defense Minister – or aim to conquer Gaza 

).3$#")3&+)(#$4)%)/?$1!&+!$1)/$(!#$>7"#&-.$@&.&/(#"J/$,7/&(&7.D$I!)($1)/$

missing from the discussion was the “third strategy”: dealing a stronger 

0'71$)-)&./($4)%)/?$1&(!$).$#%,!)/&/$7.$&(/$%&'&()"*$1&.-$).3$&(/$%&'&()"*$

&./()'')(&7./?$1!&'#$6.3#"%&.&.-$&(/$+7.A3#.+#$).3$+),)0&'&(&#/$(!"76-!$

an ongoing series of surprise ground and air operations that are different 

from what could have been expected from the IDF. The attack vectors used 

by the IDF during Protective Edge were similar to those used in the past, 

).3$1#"#$(!#"#87"#$,"#3&+(#3$).3$,"#,)"#3$87"$0*$4)%)/D$@7"#$&..75)(&5#$

%#(!73/$%&-!($&.+'63#$̀ )a$,&.,7&.($-"76.3$7,#")(&7./$&.$4)%)/J$+7"#$)"#)/$

by a special task force, but not with the aim of conquering the entire Gaza 

Strip. Such a ground operation could take place in a number of unexpected 

1)*/V$`0a$/6"-&+)'$/("&B#/$)-)&./($(!#$!#)3/$78$4)%)/$&.$(!#$#)"'*$/()-#/$78$

(!#$A-!(&.-V$`+a$/,#+&)'$87"+#/$7,#")(&7./$(7$!)"%$7"$)""#/($!#)3/$78$4)%)/$

and damage the organization’s strategic capabilities. It was wrong to discuss 

the IDF’s ground capabilities in terms of “all or nothing,” while creative 

1)*/$+76'3$!)5#$0##.$/76-!($(7$/("&B#$4)%)/$#88#+(&5#'*$).3$]6&+B'*D$P($

the heart of the third strategy is a different goal, which includes a better 

)"").-#%#.($87"$2/")#'?$0)/#3$7.$,"#5#.(&.-$4)%)/$8"7%$-"71&.-$/("7.-#"$

&.$(!#$86(6"#D$4)%)/$/!76'3$!)5#$0##.$1#)B#.#3$&.$/6+!$)$1)*$(!)($&($'#8($

the Palestinian people no doubt that the organization’s strategy of violence 

will not be able to promote its political objectives.

6. How can the important accomplishment of preventing regional escalation 

be preserved?

It is very important to create a supportive regional environment for an 

Israeli operation against a semi-state terrorist organization. It is even more 

&%,7"().($87"$)$%&'&()"*$7,#")(&7.$&.$U)R)$7"$Q#0).7.$.7($(7$#/+)')(#$&.(7$)$

"#-&7.)'$+7.N&+($1&(!$G-*,(?$d7"3).?$W*"&)?$7"$2").D$>"7%$(!&/$,#"/,#+(&5#?$

Operation Protective Edge was managed well: for 50 days, Israel carried 

76($7,#")(&7./$&.$(!#$)&"?$7.$').3?$).3$)($/#)?$).3$(!#$+7.N&+($1)/$1#''$

contained. There was no military escalation to another front and almost no 

international pressure, and the “legitimacy battery” was recharged steadily 

(!"76-!$2/")#'J/$"#,#)(#3$"#/,7./&5#.#//$(7$+#)/#A"#$,"7,7/)'/D$2/")#'$!)3$
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never before conducted a campaign in which other countries in the region, 

,)"(&+6')"'*$G-*,(?$/)1$#*#S(7S#*#$1&(!$&($7.$&(/$7,#")(&7./$)-)&./($4)%)/$

and gave it their backing, openly and through covert channels.

P($(!#$/)%#$(&%#?$1!&'#$(!#$P")0$17"'3$)-"##3$(!)($4)%)/$(#""7"&/(/$

should be dealt a hard blow, it unequivocally condemned the harm to innocent 

civilians in Gaza. In addition, the support for Israel’s actions was apparently 

contingent on its not launching a ground operation, which is a very sensitive 

&//6#$&.$(!#$P")0$17"'3D$2($1)/$(!#$70'&-)(&7.$78$(!#$&.(#''&-#.+#$)-#.+&#/?$(!#$

top military echelon, and the political leadership to ask themselves during 

#5#"*$3)*$78$A-!(&.-$1!#(!#"$(!#$+)%,)&-.$1)/$/(&''$'&%&(#3$(7$7.#$8"7.($

and what should be done in order to prevent escalation to others.

eD$ 516#%-1*)"#5'.'%0#.!)!,'&/#8*!)"*<#'+"#,-(#=,&!23)(>#8(,6((+#&1*+"%#

1?#94-,!+4#8(#-'+")(":

 !#$7"&-&.)'$/&.$78$(!#$)"").-#%#.(/$0#(1##.$4)%)/$).3$(!#$&.(#".)(&7.)'$

+7%%6.&(*$)8(#"$F,#")(&7./$X)/($Q#)3$).3$C&'')"$78$=#8#./#$1)/$(!)($(!#$

&//6#$78$(!#$4)%)/$)"%/$06&'36,$1)/$.7($3#)'($1&(!$#88#+(&5#'*D$2.$)33&(&7.?$

(!#$"#/,7./#$(7$(!#$"#.#1)'$78$(!#$("&+B'#$78$A"#$8"7%$U)R)$1)/$.7($/68A+&#.('*$

/("7.-D$ !#"#87"#?$4)%)/$"#06&'($&(/$+),)0&'&(&#/?$).3$)8(#"$)$/!7"($(&%#$/()"(#3$

A"&.-$)-)&.$)($2/")#'D$28$2/")#'$37#/$.7($1&/!$(7$A.3$&(/#'8$&.$).7(!#"$+7.N&+($

1&(!$4)%)/$1&(!&.$7.#$(7$(17$*#)"/?$&($/!76'3$+)"#86''*$/(63*$&(/$,)/($8)&'6"#$

&.$,"#5#.(&.-$4)%)/J$%&'&()"*$06&'36,$).3$(!#$')E&(*$78$&(/$"#/,7./#$(7$4)%)/$

A"#D$@#+!).&/%/$/!76'3$0#$876.3$(7$)''71$2/")#'?$(!"76-!$+77,#")(&7.$1&(!$

Egypt and the international community, to enforce effective prevention of 

a military buildup in the Gaza Strip. It is clear that this objective will not 

be achieved through the indirect talks in Cairo on a political arrangement 

0#(1##.$2/")#'$).3$4)%)/D$ !#"#87"#?$2/")#'$/!76'3$"#)+!$).$)-"##%#.($

with its main allies, with the possibility of passing a resolution in the UN 

W#+6"&(*$X76.+&'$(!)($176'3$,"#/#"5#$&(/$8"##37%$78$)+(&7.$)-)&./($)$4)%)/$

buildup by means of rockets, tunnels, or any other way.

It is also important to ensure that the reconstruction of Gaza does not serve 

)/$)$+75#"$87"$)$"#.#1#3$06&'36,$0*$4)%)/?$).3$(!)($36)'S6/#$%)(#"&)'/$)"#$

used for civilian purposes only. The leading strategy ought to be an easing 

of the economic and civilian blockade, concomitant with a tightening of the 

blockade against the military buildup. The idea of economic and civilian 

reconstruction of Gaza will also help to establish deterrence – to raise the 

,"&+#$87"$4)%)/$78$'7/&.-$)$86(6"#$+7.N&+(D$P$/()(6/$]67$/!76'3$0#$#/()0'&/!#3$
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&.$1!&+!$4)%)/$37#/$.7($#.-)-#$&.$)$%&'&()"*$06&'36,$).3$&.$1!&+!$87"+#$

06&'36,$).3f7"$)$("&+B'#$78$A"#$8"7%$U)R)$)"#$+7./&3#"#3$6.)++#,()0'#$).3$

give Israel maximum legitimacy for an operation whose goal is to establish 

#88#+(&5#$3#(#""#.+#$).3$,"#5#.($4)%)/$8"7%$"#06&'3&.-$&(/$%&'&()"*$,71#"D

gD$ How can unnecessary friction between Israel and its most important 

ally – the United States - be avoided?

The United States is not only Israel’s most important ally – sometimes it is its 

only ally. In Operation Protective Edge, Israel had unnecessary altercations 

with the United States. The frustration after the Israeli-Palestinian negotiations 

1#"#$/6/,#.3#3$/#5#")'$1##B/$0#87"#$(!#$/()"($78$(!#$+7.N&+($&.$U)R)?$)/$1#''$

as the ongoing lack of trust between the administration in Washington and 

Jerusalem, required greater attention to the formulation of understandings and 

a common language about the events taking place. Washington unequivocally 

supported Israel’s right to self-defense. Nonetheless, the United States, like 

(!#$P")0$17"'3?$+76'3$.7($)++#,($(!#$.6%0#"$78$+)/6)'(&#/$78$6.&.57'5#3$

citizens and remain indifferent to the media reports from Gaza. Instead of 

working to strengthen communication and understandings between the 

+76.("&#/?$/7%#$/#.&7"$78A+&)'/$).3$#5#.$(!#$,7'&(&+)'$'#)3#"/!&,$&.$07(!$

+76.("&#/$-)5#$.#-)(&5#$0"&#A.-/$).3$,"75&3#3$,"70'#%)(&+$'#)B/$(!)($

aggravated the situation. Therefore, in any future campaign in which Israel 

is involved, expectations, rules of conduct, channels for achieving political 

/#(('#%#.(/?$).3$(!#$"#3$'&.#/$78$(!#$(17$+76.("&#/$/!76'3$0#$+')"&A#3?$1&(!$

close attention paid to the need to maintain the important bilateral strategic 

alliance.

9. Are we learning the correct lessons for confronting Hizbollah, Syria, 

and Iran?

Iron Dome’s ability to seal Israel’s skies almost hermetically must not be 

allowed to create the illusion that the home front will be protected to a similar 

extent from the threat in the north. Israel’s other enemies have much more 

extensive and more accurate missiles and drones, with heavier warheads. 

Therefore, the difference in the threat must be understood and a different 

answer provided. In particular, the public’s expectations must be adjusted 

in order to prevent serious damage to its morale and functioning when 

the level of the response is different from that in Protective Edge. While 

a response to the missile and rocket threat from the north and the east is 
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more complicated, it is certainly possible if correct preparations are made. 

P.$)((#%,($0*$4&R07'')!$(7$+7.]6#"$(#""&(7"*$&.$(!#$.7"(!$176'3$.7($0#$).$

intelligence surprise; the group’s leaders have spoken about this publicly. 

But anyone expecting that the enemy will reach Israel only through tunnels 

%6/($)//6%#$(!)($(!#$07"3#"$1&(!$Q#0).7.$)''71/$75#"').3$,)//)-#$&.$)"#)/$

with dense vegetation, and that it will be easier for the enemy to reach Israel 

0*$(!&/$"76(#$(!).$(!"76-!$(!#$(6..#'/D$ !#$#.#%*$!)/$)'/7$/(63&#3$(!#$2P>J/$

ability to cause enormous damage to thousands of targets, its impressive 

attack output, its ability to hit state infrastructures, its well protected, armor-

shielded tanks, and its other advanced capabilities. Thus, even if deterrence 

&.$(!#$.7"(!$!)/$0##.$5#"*$/("7.-$/&.+#$9::h?$4&R07'')!J/$)0&'&(*$(7$)"%$

itself with advanced systems and attempt to neutralize the IDF’s advantages 

requires in-depth thinking and the ability to keep one step ahead of it.

;:D$How can the asymmetric strategic tie be broken? 

 !#$+7.+#,($78$).$)/*%%#("&+$/(")(#-&+$(&#$1)/$+7&.#3$)8(#"$(!#$A"/($(17$

weeks of the campaign, during which the IDF was unable to impose a 

+#)/#A"#$7.$4)%)/$7"$)+!&#5#$(!#$%73#/($-7)'$/#($0*$(!#$+)0&.#(Z$]6&#($&.$

exchange for quiet. Despite the number of targets struck and the intensity 

78$(!#$A"#$)-)&./($4)%)/$)//#(/$&.$U)R)?$&($1)/$+'#)"$(!)($(!#$)(()+B/$7.$

4)%)/$3&3$.7($)+!&#5#$(!#$3#/&"#3$#88#+(D$2.$,)"(&+6')"?$&($1)/$+'#)"$(!)($(!#$

%&'&()"*$1&.-$78$4)%)/$1)/$.7($/68A+&#.('*$!)"%#3$).3$(!)($&($1)/.J($0##.$

,"#//6"#3$#.76-!$0*$(!#$,60'&+$&.$U)R)$(7$+#)/#$A"&.-D$F.$(!#$7(!#"$!).3?$

4)%)/$!)3$&%,7"().($,"7,)-).3)$)+!&#5#%#.(/Z$&($A"#3$+7.(&.676/'*$)($)''$

ranges in the State of Israel; it forced millions of Israelis to run to shelters; it 

attacked IDF soldiers in assembly areas and in the guard tower on Kibbutz 

Nahal Oz; it dealt a heavy blow to the Israeli economy (estimated at 20 

billion NIS); and it undermined the sense of security in the Gaza perimeter 

communities to the point that a large part of the population abandoned the 

)"#)D$4)%)/$)'/7$07)/(/$(!)($&($/6++##3#3$/().3&.-$6,$(7$(!#$2=>$87"$H:$3)*/D

The heart of the solution to the asymmetric strategic tie is to free ourselves 

8"7%$(!#$,)")3&-%$78$%)&.()&.&.-$4)%)/$)/$(!#$,)"(*$&.$+!)"-#?$1!&+!$

compels us to limit the use of force. We should return to the use of force 

that contains innovative elements of surprise, stratagems, and maneuvers 

against important enemy centers of gravity. We must not return to the 

"76(&.#$6/#$78$87"+#$/##.$&.$(!#$')/($(!"##$"76.3/$78$A-!(&.-$1&(!$4)%)/D$

The challenge facing the top IDF echelon and the defense establishment 
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is to create the operational tools and plans that can go beyond the use of 

/().3788$A"#,71#"$).3$)+!&#5#$%7"#$%#).&.-86'$/(")(#-&+$70Y#+(&5#/$(!).$

)$+7.5#.(&7.)'$+#)/#A"#$).3$&.$)$/!7"(#"$(&%#D

Conclusion

4)%)/$&.$(!#$U)R)$W("&,$&/$.7($)$%)Y7"$(!"#)($(7$(!#$W()(#$78$2/")#'$7"$&(/$

security. Iran on the nuclear threshold, with the ability to break out to a nuclear 

07%0?$"#%)&./$2/")#'J/$%7/($/#"&76/$(!"#)(D$4&R07'')!$&/$(!#$/#+7.3$%7/($

serious military threat, and Syria, despite the civil war, also poses a greater 

(!"#)($(!).$4)%)/D$2.$(!#$/6%%#"$78$9:;<?$(!#$2=>$8)+#3$(!#$1#)B#/($78$

Israel’s enemies. Nevertheless, the modest objectives of Operation Protective 

Edge took too long to achieve, which is contrary to Israel’s security concept. 

The price paid in terms of the economy; the ongoing damage to front line 

communities; the danger of regional escalation; the fear of an operational 

#""7"$1&(!$/(")(#-&+$/&-.&A+).+#V$).3$(!#$!)"%$(7$2/")#'J/$"#')(&7./$1&(!$(!#$

nations of the world all make it necessary to have a clearer victory and a 

shorter campaign. This is also true about understanding the need for “strategic 

patience,” which is derived from the limitations on the use of force in an 

asymmetric environment.

In light of the hybrid threat, the security concept must be updated to 

)33"#//$07(!$)$+7.N&+($'&%&(#3$(7$(!#$U)R)$W("&,$).3$).$)''S76($1)"$/+#.)"&7D$

 !#$.#E($+7.N&+($1&(!$4)%)/$&.$U)R)$+76'3$()B#$,')+#$)($(!#$/)%#$(&%#$)/$

)$+7.N&+($&.$(!#$.7"(!$)-)&./($4&R07'')!$).3f7"$W*"&)$).3$2").D$2/")#'$+)..7($

proclaim victory in Operation Protective Edge and thus neglect the necessary 

+!)''#.-#$78$3#0"&#A.-$(!7"76-!'*$).3$'#)".&.-D$ !#$2").&).$&//6#$).3$(!#$

emerging “bad deal” between the world powers and Iran will also return to 

(!#$!#)3'&.#/$/77.?$)!#)3$78$(!#$M75#%0#"$9<?$9:;<$3#)3'&.#$87"$(!#$()'B/D$

Israel must not be distracted by current events and must complete the lesson 

learning process. It is inconceivable that the State of Israel and the IDF would 

not have a more sophisticated, decisive response to the threat of terror from 

U)R)D$i#87"#$(!#$.#E($+7.N&+($#"6,(/?$.#1$(77'/?$%#+!).&/%/?$).3$37+("&.)'$

methods must be developed that will allow a shorter campaign and a more 

decisive victory. Only in this way will it be entirely clear that Israel has not 

settled for a strategic tie. Israel must aim for a military victory, even without 

(!#$(7,,'&.-$78$4)%)/$).3$(!#$(7()'$+7.]6#/($78$U)R)?$1!&'#$/+7"&.-$+'#)"$

%&'&()"*$-)&./$).3$/("&B&.-$)$/#5#"#$0'71$)-)&./($4)%)/$+),)0&'&(&#/D$ !&/$

victory will enable the achievement of the political goals, led by preventing a 
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4)%)/$%&'&()"*$06&'36,V$,7/(,7.&.-$(!#$.#E($+7.N&+($87"$)/$'7.-$)/$,7//&0'#$0*$

3#,"&5&.-$(!#$#.#%*$78$+),)0&'&(&#/$).3$&.N6#.+&.-$&(/$&.(#.(&7./$̀ )+!&#5&.-$

deterrence); and above all, eliciting a deep understanding on the part of the 

Palestinians that they will not achieve more through violence than they 

would through peaceful negotiations.


